The use of Rapid Assessment Methodology (RAM) for investigating illicit drug use: a South Australian experience.
This paper describes a research methodology, combining qualitative and quantitative tools, which has been used to investigate patterns of illicit amphetamine use and associated hazards and harms in both urban and rural areas in South Australia. The Rapid Assessment Methodology (RAM) used in this research involved extensive consultation with key informants, an analysis of pre-existing quantitative data (indicator data), a survey of current amphetamine users and focus group discussions with amphetamine users and clinicians, carried out within a 4-month period using minimal staff. The results have been used to inform the development of an intervention programme to respond to hazardous and harmful use of amphetamines. An overview of RAM, and a detailed description and discussion of the model used in the South Australian study, are provided.